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THE chief ſubſtance of this Sermon was originally 
preached in the ſummer of 1783, at Abingdon, before the 
two Judges of Aſſize, whoſe yup it then received, 
It was alſo lately preached at Ealing, to the inhabitants of 
that pariſh, where it was approved, and judged ſeaſonable. 
It is now printed at the requeſt of ſeveral reſpectable inha- 
birants of St. Mary's, Reading, where it was preached on 
Sunday the 16th of Dec. 1792. Notwithſtanding all theſe 
teſtimonies in its favour, it is ſubmitted to the pnblic-with 
much difidence ; with hopes, however, that, at this very 
ſerious criſis, it may, under the bleſſing fof God's Grace, 
co-operate with the two other Sermons, lately publiſhed in 


this town, for the promotion of the ſame pious and uſeful 
- deſign, in confirming the minds of people with reſpect to 


thoſe two important points, RELIGION and LOYALTY, 
for the ſake of their NT III, 


5 happineſs. 


KY; 4 Mary's, Reading, Berksg 


January 1, 1793. MET DIST) 


Sr. MATTHEW xxii. 22 
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RENDER UNTO CASAR THE THINGS WHICH ARE CASAR's9 
A UNTO GOD THE THINGS THAT ARE -GOD's, 


W HILST ye tevere the /tperior excellencies 
and virtues, which ſhone forth in the character and 
conduct of our bleſſed Saviour, be not inſenſi le 
to thoſe prudent and wiſe maxims, which he pur- 
fued in the inferior contingencies of life; as they 
ſerve for leſſons, and examples for you to imitate, 
ſince ye are liable to be brought continually in 
ſome degree under the ſame circumſtances, and 
may be glad that even in theſe; as well as in more 
weighty, concerns ye have our Lord to look u 
unto, and to be guided. by. the precedent of 5 
able a maſter. * When he was appealcd to as a 
lawgiver and a judge to divide the inheritance be- 
tween two brethren, he declined the office, and 
diſclaimed all pretenſions to any authority in ſuch 
jag St. Luke xü, 13. 


4 

worldly caſes. When he is here appealed to, either 
to confirm, or to deny, the authority of Ceſar, the 
Roman Emperor, he not only embraces the moſt 
prudent, but the moſt juſt, method; commanding 
to render unto Cæſar, unto their lawful governof, 
thoſe things that of right belong to him, their law 
ful governor. And, as 1n the former inſtance, he 
dircCts the attention of*his audience to a mote va- 
luable, and a mote durable, inheritante, and in 
effe& recommends the ſuperior importance of bein 
rich towards God; fo, in the preſent inſtance, Chri 
leads your attention from earthly to heavenly things; 
from the obedience, which ye are to pay to your 
carthly Kings and Princes, to the obedience, that 
ye are all to pay to your heavenly King ; 2 
you to be goon ſubjects, and to be good men; 

to be diſtinguiſhed both for your Lqalꝶ, and for 
your Piety : indeed, by the latter clauſe of the ſen- 
rence, ſhewing, that he conſidered the obſervance 
of the former as a duty, that ye owe not only upon 
Human conſiderations, but upon à principle of re- 
ligion and obedience to the law of God; one branch 
of which law is, to © ** obey magiſtrates,” and thoſe 
that rule over you. Render unto Cæſar the 
things which are Cæſar's, and unto God the 
* things that are God's.“ Render them unto 
each, not as @ giſt, but 4s à debt, a tribute, which 
you owe them. For to render is properly to reſtore 
to any perſon whatever is his undoubted right. 

The particular occaſion of our Saviour's deliver- 
ing this precept aroſe at the time from an inſidious 
queſtion put to him by the diſciples of the gy | 


x Titus i, 1. 


21 


ſees in conjunction with the Herodians concerning 
he nk ef IE Clary WH 
ce 


2 defign to repreſent Jefus on the one hand as an 
enemy to the liberties of the people, if he delivered 
his opinion in favour of Cæſar; or as a mover of 
ſedition on the other, if, by his anſwer, he afforded 
encouragement to the people not to comply with 
the juſt requiſitions of their Prince. In order ta 
conceal the real motives of their queſtion, they 
addreſs him with compliment, and thus think to 
blind his judgement and underſtanding ; and the 
more. readily to draw- from him an anſwer, by 
aſſigning to him conſequence in the deciſion ; and 
moreover by pretending all that reſpe& for his 
character and virtues, to which he was clearly en. 
titled, but which they were very unwilling in reality 
to allow him: * Maftey, we know that thou art 
true, and teacheſt the way of God in truth, nci- 
ther careſt thou for any man, for thou regarcleſt 
not the perſon of men. Never was there a more 
zuft character given, though in this caſe it was given 
in hypocriſy and deceit. And ſo indeed it was un- 
derſtood by Him, who knoweth and diſcerneth the 


hearts of men; and who perceiving the guile, which 


harboured under all thete plauſible apprarinces, 
reproached them with it. As ſoon as they had put 
the queſtion, „Tell us therefore what think. ſt 
thou Is it lawful to give tribute unto Czar, or 
* not? Shall we give? or ſhall we not give?” 
Since you are a perſon af ſuch great knowledge, 
.and of ſuch great integrity, decide for us: our 


- 


bleſſed Saviour perceived their crattinels, and wit ke. 
edneſs, and ſaid. Why tempt ye me, ye hypo- 


<* crites?” He then aſks'tor a ſight of the tribute 


GT 


— 


* 
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/ money, Upon their ſhewing it to him, he enquires, 


& Whoſe is this image and ſuperſcription?ꝰ They 
confeſs it to be © Cæſar's;“ and by that confeſſion 
acknowledge his authority over them: tor it was the 
determination of their own ſchools, that, wherever . 
the money of any King is the common current coin of the - 


kingdom, there tbe inhabitants acknowledge that King 
for their Lord. Having obtained the aniwer, which 


he wanted, Jeſus drew the reaſonable interence, 
that muſt follow from it, of “ rendering, or reſtor- 


ing, unto Ceſar the things which are Czſar's ;”? 


and ſeaſonably annexed the advice of © renderin 


*Y unto God the things that are God's.” + 
This rule may be a ſtandard to Chriſtians in al 


ages, and applicable to all times, and to all nations. 
Jeſus Chriſt, your great lawgiver, has taught you 


your duty to your King: without entering into 
nice diſtinctions of the different nature of govern- 
ment, and of the different meaſures of obedience, 
he has commanded you plainly to render to your 
Prince the things that are his. What thoſe things 


in particular are may beſt be learnt from the con- 
ſtitution of every reſpective government. But ye 


can be at no loſs to diſcover them in a general 
view, if ye attend to thoſe obvious tokens of loy- 
alty and allegiance, which every government has a 
right to demand, and which every good ſubject 
finds it his duty, his intereſt, and his happineſs, to 
maintain. , 2. F200 a 
By the Government, under which ye live, ye 


. 


are happily protected in your properties, in your 
liberties, and in your lives. But to ſecure; this 


= 1 IP i a ” 1 pro» 


Dr, Lightfoot, Horz Hehraica upon St. Matthew xxii, 20. 


* 
(tr 78 1+ 


protection to you, ye muſt pay a regard to the 
laws of your country, and to the perſon of your 
Sovereign. Ye acknowledge his image and ſuper- 
ſcription upon the current coin of this kingdom. 
Ye acknowledge his right to command, and to 
iſſue forth, this coinage.,, Wherefore cvery attempt 
to counterfeit his coin is conſidered as criminal, 
and is juſtly puniſhable by the laws of this realm. 
Ye acknowledge the power of the King to confirm 
thoſe taxes and tributes, which the two other. 
branches of the legiſlature form in order to ſupply 
the different wheels of Government, and to ſup- 
port and preſerve the ſprings of the grand politi- 
cal machine, Wherefore ye have no right to with- 
hold your proportion, but ought cheartully to con- 
tribute towards the public good. Ye enjoy many 
and great privileges under a well ordered Govern- 
ment, and under the influences of a mild and gra- 
cious King. Never therefore be tampering to 
deſtroy, or to undermine, our happy, Conſtitution, 
or traitorouſly or diſloyally oppoſc your Sovereign. 
For remember what the prophet Samucl has told 
you in Holy Scripture, that Rebellion is as 
« the fin ot witchcraft, and ſtubborngęis is as 
& iniquity and idolatry.” Always reverence, the 
laws by obeying them; and carefully avoid the 
commiſſion of thoſe crimes, to whuch legal puniſh- 
ments are affixed ſtanding in awe continually, 
leſt ye incur that guilt, 7 775 will render you 
amenable to an cartaly tribunal. And ye ſhouid 
bear it at the ſame time in your remembrance that, 
if ye are guilty of any ſeditious or trealonable writ- 

| ings 
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-_ Sw 4 : * 1 Sam. XV, 23. 


8 
ings, converſations, meetings, or practices, ever 
ſo ſecretly; if you commit any kind of iniquity in 
the moſt private manner, and with the cleareſt 
proſpect of impunity from an earthly judicature; - 
yet ye cannot eſcape the eyes, or the judgement, of 
your God in heaven; but will at the laſt day be 
ſummoned to give an account of every thought, 
of every word, and of every action, by, which ye 
have tranſgreſſed the laws of your Creator and 
Red-emer. | 3 
2 « Render therefore unto all their dyes, tribute 
&* to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, 
&« fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour.” 
Render 205 unto all men in theit ſeveral voca - 
tions and callings. And render unto all that cha- 
rity and love, which is mutually due unto all upon 
the common relation ye bear to each other as Men; 
and which is the leading injunction and charaCteriſe 
tick of that religion ye profeſs as Chriſtians; and 
which has been inſpired into it by the grand Au- 
thor of it, Chriſt himſelf, who has ſo exceedingly 
loved you, as to come into the world to ſave you; 
and 2 who gave himſelf for you, that he might 
«redeem you from all iniquity, and purify unta 
* himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
SN EET TY OO 35 | 
All this, and much more, is implied in your 
„rendering unto Czſir the things that are C#» 
. ſar's:“ namely, your paying due attention to all 
the ſubordinate relations of Government, to Ma- 
giſtrates, and to * all that are in authority,“ 
and to all the various circumſtances of your fellow 


. Creatures, 


* Rom. xii, 7. * Titus ii, Ws 1 Tim. ii, 2. 


[LS] 

creatures, who are connected with you in the 
bonds of ſociety under one and the fame head and 
— TR an 
And, if ſo much is required of you in order 
to render you good fubjects, and dutiful to your 
earthly Sovereign and his government, ye ought 
thoroughly to underſtand what thoſe things are, 
. which ye are to render to your God; and faithtully 
to practiſe them: for the importance of them is 
confiderably greater; and your happineſs both in 
this world, and in the next, depends upon a con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of your duty to the Almighty 
King and Ruler of Minkind. Indeed to your earthly 
King ye muſt be ſubject, not only out of fear 
of his wrath, but hkewiſe * be conſcience fake; 

U a principle and ſen religion; and 
bm the e of the heart. How much — | 
fhould thefe conſiderations influence you when ye 
apply them to your God, and are told to ren- 
 * der umo God the things that are God's?“ God 
has a prior, and a fuperior, right to you. Ye 
were His from the beginning. He created you, 
and ſtamped upon you his own image and likeneſs. 
God commanded your obedience, and he put it to 
the proof in ® an inftance, which he gave to our 
firſt parents to obſerve. - But alas ! they diſobeyed 
his injunction, and yielded themſelves a prey to 
the wicked devices of the devil. Still the govern- 
ment of bay continued over them, and continues 
over all their poſterity. By his general providence 
God has ruled over, and ſtill als e 
kingdoms of the world, By his peculiar favour God 
vouch» 


1 Rom. xii, 3. * Gen. 3d. chap, 


y 
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and to conſtitute their government divine. To re- 
cover his children to their duty, and his ſubjects to 


their obedience, God ſent his beloved ſon Chriſt 


Jeſus into the world; not to interfere with the rights 
of the princes thercof, or to deſtroy their earthly 
dominions; not to withdraw their ſubjects from their 
allegiance, or to ſet up his own kingdom in oppo- 


ſition to cheirs: but, ** to preach that the king-. 


« dom of heaven was at hand;”.* a kingdom 
* not of this world,” nor to be ſupported by 


worldly grandeur, force, or authority. 


If ye will “ render. therefore unto God the 
« things that are God's,” he requireth no vain 
oblations or tribute from you. God requireth no- 
thing of your ſubſtance, or of your worldly poſ- 
ſeſſions, for himſelf, 3 Hath the Lord as great 
„delight in burnt offerings and ſacrifices, as in 
& obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold ! with 
c him to ,obey is better than ſacrifice, and to 
« hcarken than the fat of rams.” God requireth 
your hearts. 1 He hath ſhewed thee, O man, 
<« what is good; and what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to 
« walk humbly with thy God?” He claims from 

ou divine homage, piety, and worſhip; that ye 
bw holy his ſabbaths, and continually and de- 
voutly attend upon the public ſervice. of the church 
to which ye belong, and conſtantly upon the Hol 
Sacrament, of Cariſt's precious body and bl 


| God claims from you every act of juſtice, of ho- 


| nefty, 


7 gt. Matt. iv, 17. 8 John 25 36. 1 Sam, xv, 22. 
Micah vi, 8. | 


71 


1 


| neſty, of charity, and of benevolence, towards yout 
fellow creatures, in their ſeveral degrees and capa- 
cities. And God claims from you that inward 
purity, chaſtity, and ſobriety, of life and converſa- 
tion, which may render you, through Chrift, fit 
ſubjects of the kingdom of heaven. PE TIER 
If you give him all this, God is not ſo unreaſon- 
able as to require more; provided all this proceeds 
from a true and ſincere faith in Him, and in his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus Ye ought to obey your King, 
becauſe ye acknowledge him to be your rightful 
Sovereign according to the laws of this realm. Ye 
are to obey your ,. becauſe ye believe him to 
be your Creator, and your Preferver and becauſe, 
morcover, * God has bought you with a price,” 
even with the price of the * precious blood“ of 
his own dear Son Chriſt Je ſus. And he thereby has 
not only admitted you as ſubjects, but 3 © he is 
become reconciled to you,” as a father to his 
children. Ye are now become 4 heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Chriſt,” who was born into the 
world, and lived, and died, to fave you; who is 
aſcended into heaven, and now ſitteth at the right 
hand of God, to intercede for you, and to beſtow 
upon you the bleſſings of his Holy Spirit. Yelive 
under God's kingdom of grace here upon earth. 
Ye have the laws of his kingdom revealed to you 
in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. And in that Goſpel 
— have the rewards and puniſhments of his 
kingdom ſet before you. If ye attend to theſe 
things, and “ render unto God the things that are 


0 God's,” 3 


y 3 Cor, vi. 20, ®* 2 Pet. i, 19. 5 32 Cor. v. 18. 
| 4 Rom, vin, 17. : 


412 J 


« Gods,” ye will be tranſlated into his kingdom 
of glory hereafter, For * God will then render 
* unto every man according to his deeds: to 
c them, who, by patient continuance in well do- 
ing, ſeck for glory, and honour, and immortality, 
« eternal life : But unto them that are contentious, 
© and do not. obey the truth, but obey unrighte- 


s quſneſs, indignation and wrath, tribulation 


* and anguiſh, upon every ſoul of man, that doeth 
&« evil; but glory, honour, and peace, ta every 
man, that worketh good.“ WWD 

_ - Having thus repreſented to you the duty of 
<« rendering unto Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, 
* and unto God the things that are God's,“ 


let me earneſtly exhort you to practiſe both theſe 


duties in the moſt conſcientious manner, that, may 
be moſt acceptable to your God, and moſt uſeful 
and beneficial to yourſelves. And remember that, 
according to the prophet, * the work of righte- 
c ouſneſs ſhall be peace; and the effect of righte- 
&< ouſneſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever.” 
Your King has his rights; and God has his. 
When both are carefully maintained, and diſtinctly 
preſerved, they are not inconſiſtent with each other. 
And therefore it can never be your duty, or your 
intereſt, to withdraw your obedience from your 
lawful Sovereign, out of a pretence that you are 
only ſubje& to your God. Holy Scripture tells 
you, 3 © The powers that be are ordained of God.“ 
And therefore in obeying them, ye obey your God. 
The rights of God are ſacred and inviolablt, and of 
ſuch grzat importance, that it may well deſerve 
nas ſerious 


* Rom. . 6,7; 8, 9, 10. * If, xi. 17. * Rom · xiii, f. 


9 
ſerious lamentation to ſee them trampled on fo 
continually as they. are, by perſons who can pay 
their greateſt court to an earthly Prince for fear 
of loſing his favour and protection, when they no 
longer ſtand in awe of that Sovereign King of 
Kings, who can puniſh or reward them for ever and 
ever! | Alas! how many are there, who will even 
rather become the ſervants of Sin and Satan, than X 
continue the faithful ſervants and ſubje cts of Jeſus 
Chriſt ? But, revetence Chriſt, and view the true 
character of Him, your bleſſed. Saviour and Re- 
deemer, in the marks of it, which the Phariſees. 
and Herodians diſplayed to lerye their own, pur 
poſes. It ay 8 the l we - 50 inſtance 
tor proceeding from lying and deceitful lips. Jcfus. 
Chriſt is indeed TIM Chritt js 2 56 Truth 2 55 
And Chriſt taught the way of God in truth. 
Chriſt regarded not the pertons of men. Such is 
your bleſſed Ruler and Governor Chriſt Jeſus! 
Let it be the ſtudy and endeavour ot you all, 

in your different capacities and (tations, under the 
influence of God's Holy Spirit, to imitate Chriſt 
in the ways of truth; to oblerve the greateit Tee © 
gard to it in teaching and practiſing the precepts 
of the Goſpel, and in believing its doctrines; and the 
greateſt impartialicy, juſtice, and ſincerity, in diſ- 
penſing, and obeying, the laws of God, and ot man. 
Remember that your great Maitcr Chriſt Jetus, 
before you, both encouraged and paid obedience 
to the laws of that country in which he lived: and 
that one proof, which he requires, among others, 
of your being good Cbriſtians, is that ye behave 
youre» 


"A 1 St. John, xiv. 6. 


yourſelves as good and peaceable ſubjefs : ready to 
extend every reaſonable Chriſtian indulgence, ' to- 
leration, and liberty of conſcience, to all' your 
Chriftian brethren of every denomination ; but 
ſtill anxious to preſerve and ſecure your own happy 
eſtabliſhment in theſe realms upon that firm toun- 
dation, upon which it has exiſted, and, I truſt, 
through the good Providence of God, will con-' 
unue to exiſt for many years, R A il 
Te are ready enough to cry out, We have 
our privileges and our libetties,” Moſt cer- 
tainly ye have. And, whilſt ye continue good 
and peaceable ſubjects, ye all, both high and low, 
rich and poor, enjoy true liberty, and every valu- 
able privilege, in gteat perfection, in theſe king- 
doms. But learn from the declaration of our Saviour 
himſelf, that the King has likewiſe his rights; 
And, whilſt ye are properly zealous in maintaining 
your own liberties, be at the ſame time equally 


careful not to encroach upon the juſt prerogative 


of the King | 

In 7% ,as well as in yout temporal, con. 
cerns Fe have your privileges. Ye all, whether high 
or low, rich or poor, equally, without reſpect of 
perions, and without any preference or partiality, 
are entitled, through Chriſt, upoa your ſincere re- 
pentance, to the privileges of Pardon, Grace, and 
Salvation, If ye are lovers of Liberty, © ſtand 
« talt in that true Chriſtian Liberty, wherewith 
« Chriſt hath made you free.” Be, above all 
things, anxious and careful, to obtain theſe privi- 
leges of your Chriſtian proteſſion, and to preſerve 


1 Gal. v. 1. 


them 


1 15 ] 


them unto all eternity, by acknowledging Chriſt to 
be the rightful Lord over you, by believing his 
doctrines, and obeying his precepts, and by ren- 
dering unto Him, and unto the Father, and unto 
the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, and one God, (as 
it is moſt due) all Worſhip, and Honour, and 
Glory, and Power, and Dominion, and Praiſe, for 
ever and ever. Amen, 
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